Excel Error Cheat Sheet from the Microsoft Excel Help
If a formula cannot properly evaluate a result, Excel will display an error value. For example, error values can be the result of using text where a formula expects a numeric value, deleting a cell that is referenced by a formula, or using a cell that is not wide enough to display the result.

Error values might not be caused by the formula itself. For example, if a formula shows #N/A or #VALUE!, a cell referenced by the formula may contain the error. You can locate cells that provide error values to other formulas by using the auditing tools.

The #NAME? error value occurs when Excel doesn't recognize text in a formula.
	Possible cause
	Suggested action

	Deleting a name used in the formula, or using a name that does not exist.
	Make sure the name exists. On the Insert menu, point to Name, and then click Define. If the name is not listed, add the name by using the Define command.

	Misspelling the name.
	Correct the spelling. 

To insert the correct name in the formula, you can select the name in the formula bar, point to Name on the Insert menu, and then click Paste. In the Paste Name dialog box, click the name you want to use, and then click OK.

	Using a label in a formula.
	On the Tools menu, click Options, and then click the Calculation tab. Under Workbook options, select the Accept labels in formulas check box.

	Misspelling the name of a function.
	Correct the spelling. Insert the correct function name into the formula by using the Formula Palette. 

If the worksheet function is part of an add-in program, the add-in program must be loaded. 

	Entering text in a formula without enclosing the text in double quotation marks. Microsoft Excel tries to interpret your entry as a name even though you intended it to be used as text.
	Enclose text in the formula in double quotation marks. For example, the following formula joins a piece of text "The total amount is " with the value in cell B50: 

="The total amount is "&B50

	Omitting a colon (:) in a range reference.
	Make sure all range references in the formula use a colon (:), for example, SUM(A1:C10).


The #N/A error value occurs when a value is not available to a function or formula. If certain cells on your worksheet will contain data that is not yet available, enter #N/A in those cells. Formulas that refer to those cells will then return #N/A instead of attempting to calculate a value.
	Possible cause
	Suggested action

	Giving an inappropriate value for the lookup_value argument in the HLOOKUP, LOOKUP, MATCH, or VLOOKUP worksheet function.
	Make sure the lookup_value argument is the correct type of value — for example, a value or a cell reference, but not a range reference. 

You can use the Lookup Wizard to create a lookup formula for you.

	Using the VLOOKUP, HLOOKUP, or MATCH worksheet function to locate a value in an unsorted table.
	By default, functions that look up information in tables must be sorted in ascending order. However, the VLOOKUP and HLOOKUP worksheet functions contain a range_lookup argument that instructs the function to find an exact match even if the table is not sorted. To find an exact match, set the range_lookup argument to FALSE. 

The MATCH worksheet function contains a match_type argument that specifies the order the list must be sorted in to find a match. If the function cannot find a match, try changing the match_type argument.

	Using an argument in an array formula that is not the same number of rows or columns as the range that contains the array formula.
	If the array formula has been entered into multiple cells, make sure the ranges referenced by the formula have the same number of rows and columns, or enter the array formula into fewer cells. For example, if the array formula has been entered into a range 15 rows high (C1:C15) and the formula refers to a range 10 rows high (A1:A10), the range C11:C15 will display #N/A. To correct this error, enter the formula into a smaller range (for example, C1:C10), or change the range to which the formula refers to the same number of rows (for example, A1:A15).

	Omitting one or more arguments to a built-in or custom worksheet function.
	Enter all arguments in the function.

	Using a custom worksheet function that is not available.
	Make sure the workbook that contains the worksheet function is open and the function is working properly.

	Running a macro that enters a function that returns #N/A.
	Make sure the arguments in the function are correct and in the correct position.


The #NULL! error value occurs when you specify an intersection of two areas that do not intersect.

	Possible cause
	Suggested action

	Using an incorrect range operator or incorrect cell reference.
	To refer to two areas that don't intersect, use the union operator, the comma (,). For example, if the formula sums two ranges, make sure a comma separates the two ranges (SUM(A1:A10,C1:C10)). If the comma is omitted, Microsoft Excel attempts to sum the cells common to both ranges, but A1:A10 and C1:C10 have no cells in common because they do not intersect. 

Check for typing errors in the reference to the ranges.


The #DIV/0! error value occurs when a formula divides by 0 (zero).
	Possible cause
	Suggested action

	Using the cell reference to a blank cell or to a cell that contains zero as a divisor. (If an operand is a cell that is blank, Microsoft Excel interprets the blank as zero.)
	Change the cell reference, or enter a value other than zero in the cell used as a divisor. You can enter the value #N/A into the cell referenced as the divisor, which will change the result of the formula to #N/A from #DIV/0! to denote that the divisor value is not available. 

To prevent an error value from displaying, use the IF worksheet function. If the cell used as the divisor is blank or contains a zero (0), then the IF function can display nothing instead of performing the calculation. For example, if cell B5 contains the divisor and A5 contains the dividend, use =IF(B5=0,"",A5/B5). The two quotation marks represent an empty text string.

	Entering a formula that contains explicit division by zero (0) — for example, =5/0.
	Change the divisor to a number other than zero.

	Running a macro that uses a function or a formula that returns #DIV/0!.
	Make sure the divisor in the function or formula is not zero or blank.


The #REF! error value occurs when a cell reference is not valid.
	Possible cause
	Suggested action



	Running a macro that enters a function that returns #REF!.
	Check the function to see if an argument refers to a cell or range of cells that is not valid. For example, if the macro enters a function that refers to a cell above the function, and the cell that contains the function is in row 1, the function will return #REF! because there are no cells above row 1.

	Using a remote reference to an application that is not running or to a Dynamic Data Exchange (DDE) topic such as "system" that is not available.
	Start the application. 

Make sure that you're using the correct DDE topic.


A ##### error value occurs when the cell contains a number, date, or time that is wider than the cell or when the cell contains a date and/or time formula that produces a negative result.
Increase the width of the column   You can resize the column by dragging the boundary between the column headings.

Apply a different number format   In some cases, you can change the cell's number format to make the number fit within the existing cell width. For example, decrease the number of decimal places after the decimal point.

Be sure date and time formulas are correct   When you subtract dates and times, make sure you build the formula correctly. If you are using the 1900 date system, dates and times in Excel must be positive values. Therefore, subtracting a later date or time from an earlier date or time would cause the error #####. (To use the 1900 date system, click Options on the Tools menu, click the Calculation tab, and clear the 1904 date system check box.) If the formula is correct, although the result is a negative value, you can display the value by formatting the cell with a format that is not a date or time format. Click Cells on the Format menu, click the Number tab, and then select a format that is not a date or time format.

The #VALUE! error value occurs when the wrong type of argument or operand is used, or if the Formula AutoCorrect feature cannot correct the formula.
	Possible cause
	Suggested action

	Entering text when the formula requires a number or a logical value, such as TRUE or FALSE. Microsoft Excel cannot translate the text into the correct data type.
	Make sure the formula or function is correct for the required operand or argument, and that the cells that are referenced by the formula contain valid values. For example, if cell A5 contains a number and cell A6 contains the text "Not available", the formula =A5+A6 will return the error #VALUE!. Use the SUM worksheet function in the formula as follows to add the two values (the SUM function ignores text): 

=SUM(A5:A6)

	Entering or editing an array formula, and then pressing ENTER.
	Select the cell or range of cells that contains the array formula, press F2 to edit the formula, and then press CTRL+SHIFT+ENTER.



	Supplying a range to an operator or a function that requires a single value, not a range.
	Change the range to a single value. 

Change the range to include either the same row or the same column that contains the formula.

	Using a matrix that is not valid in one of the matrix worksheet functions.
	Make sure the dimensions of the matrix are correct for the matrix arguments.

	Running a macro that enters a function that returns #VALUE!.
	Make sure the function is not using an incorrect argument.



_1063805259.unknown

